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LICENSED PRACTICAL
NURSING
Certificate
Dalton State College School of Health Professions offers a nursing
program leading to a certificate in Practical Nursing (PN). This program
provides graduates with the knowledge and clinical expertise necessary
to give direct nursing care to patients in a variety of settings. Some
clinical experiences involve out-of-town travel and may include evening
hours. Prospective students should be aware that all clinical sites
are tobacco-free areas and smoking is prohibited. The program of
study includes general education and nursing theory which provides
opportunities to care for patients of all ages. This program has full
approval with the Georgia Board of Nursing. Graduates are eligible to take
the National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX-PN) for Licensed
Practical Nurse (LPN) licensure. There are specific practices and/or acts
delineated in the Nurse Practice Act which might prevent a candidate
from being granted a license to practice as a Licensed Practical Nurse
(LPN). Clinical facilities used by the program require students to submit
to background checks and drug screenings before they are allowed
in the facility. Based on the information obtained, these facilities can
refuse student access. Failure to be accepted into clinical facilities
may jeopardize a student’s ability to complete the program. For more
information, contact the Department of Nursing.

LPN Program admission requirements are:
1. Official acceptance to Dalton State College;
2. Submit a LPN online application found on the LPN web page (Spring

application dates are July 15 - October 15 and Summer application
dates are December 1 - March 1).

3. Complete each program prerequisite with a “C” or better and achieve
a minimum 2.5 Overall GPA. Overall GPA includes all coursework from
all colleges attended by the application deadline.

4. Students must score 50th percentile or above on the TEAS Test
(overall percentage score) for class selection.  TEAS scores must be
obtained within the last three years and must be submitted by the
application deadline.

Students meeting the above criteria are not guaranteed admission to the
Licensed Practical Nursing program. Since enrollment in the program is
limited, those students meeting admission requirements will be evaluated
using the LPN Admission Worksheet. Students may repeat only one
nursing course for academic reasons. Students are ineligible to enter,
re-enter or remain in the nursing sequence if unable to pass any of the
required biological science or math courses after two attempts for three
years. Students must graduate within two years of entry into the LPN
sequence. Students must also comply with all LPN and Dalton State
College policies.

Selection Criteria
1. Completion of Biology 1100 or Biology 2251K and BIOL 2252K*; Math

1001, 1101, 1111 or 1113; and English 1101 (10 semester hours)
by the application deadline with a grade of C or better. The letter
grade from these courses will be used to compute your points on the
admission worksheet. Be aware that Dalton State does not accept
transfer credit for BIOL 2251K and BIOL 2252K from regionally non-
accredited colleges and technical schools. Transfer students are

encouraged to check with the Registrar's Office about their transfer
credit before the application deadline.

2. The overall GPA (includes coursework from all colleges attended) will
be used for ranking purposes. The overall GPA must be at least 2.5.

3. Completion of the Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) application
(found on the Nursing Department's LPN web page on the DSC web
site). Spring application dates are July 15 - October 15) and summer
application dates are December 1 - March 1.

4. 50th percentile overall on the ATI TEAS Test. Applicants have
unlimited attempts on the TEAS test. Scores must be submitted by
the application deadline.

The Science prerequisites must have been taken within six years of
admission or transfer into the program, or they must be repeated.
Students must have a grade of C or better in these pre-application
courses.

The following documents must be submitted AFTER acceptance into the
program:

1. Physical examination report, with documentation of required
immunizations (including influenza and COVID). Waivers are also
available for these immunizations.

2. CPR certification (American Heart Association BLS Provider). 
3. Background check and drug screen (on initial entry) into nursing

cohort.
4. Please be advised that there are additional costs for uniforms,

equipment, testing, liability insurance, skills tote bag, books and other
items, as needed. 

LPN Program Curriculum
Students shall earn a minimum grade of “C” in all nursing courses,
biological science courses, and math course (Math 1001, 1101, 1111, OR
1113) or the course shall be repeated.

General Education
ALHT 1130 Allied Health Terminology 3
BIOL 1100 Human Biology (or BIOL 2251K and

BIOL 2252K) */**
3

ENGL 1101 English Composition I 3
ENGL 1102 English Composition II 3

or COMM 1110 Fundamentals of Speech
LPNS 1113 Nutrition 2
MATH 1101 Intro to Mathematical Modeling 3

or MATH 1001 Quantitative Skills/Reasoning
or MATH 1111 College Algebra
or MATH 1113 Precalculus Mathematics

PSYC 1101 Introduction to Psychology 3
Major Field Courses
NURS 1112 Intro. Pharm. & Dosage Calc. 3
LPNS 1006 Nursing Fundamentals 5
LPNS 1009 Maternal/Newborn Nursing 5
LPNS 1012 Medical Surgical I 6
LPNS 1022 Medical Surgical II 8
LPNS 1032 Med Surg III/Leadership 8

Total Hours 55
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* If BIOL 2251K is taken instead of BIOL 1100, student must take BIOL
2252K prior to starting the program or as a co-requisite of LPNS 1006.

** Science prerequisites must have been taken within six years of
admission or transfer into the program or they must be repeated.

Courses
LPNS 1006. Nursing Fundamentals. 3-3-5 Units.
A foundation course that introduces nursing concepts and skills related
to the care of multicultural individuals across the lifespan with a focus
on geriatric nursing. Requires clinical applications using evidence-based
practice in a variety of health care and simulated settings. 
Prerequisites: BIOL 1100, MATH 1001, 1101, 1111, or 1113, ENGL 1101,
ENGL 1102 or COMM 1110, and PSYC 1101.

LPNS 1009. Maternal/Newborn Nursing. 3-5-5 Units.
This course focuses on the provision of nursing care to women across
the lifespan and the childbearing family. Women's health focuses on
the physical and psychosocial needs of women throughout their life. A
developmental framework for understanding the life cycle, physiological
and psychological changes provides the foundation for care giving. An
emphasis is on the normal reproductive phases of the life cycle, including
prenatal, childbirth, postpartum and newborn care. The concepts of
communication, pharmacology, nutrition and education are integrated
throughout the course. Students wiill utilize the nursing process when
planning care for women and childbearing families who may vary in age,
ethnicity, and cultural backgrounds. Clinical experiences focus on care of
women. Prerequisites: LPNS 1006, LPNS 1008, NURS 1112

LPNS 1012. Medical Surgical I. 3-4-6 Units.
The first of two medical surgical courses. This course concentrates on
nursing concepts and skills related to the care of multicultural individuals
across the lifespan. Addresses relevant well-defined health alterations.
Requires clinical applications using evidence-based practice in a variety
of health care, community based, and simulated settings. 
Prerequisites: LPNS 1001, LPNS 1006, LPNS 1008.

LPNS 1021. Medical Surgical II. 3-5-9 Units.
A continuation course that concentrates on nursing concepts and
skills related to the care of multicultural individuals across the lifespan.
Addresses relevant well-defined health alterations. Requires clinical
applications using evidence-based practice in a variety of health care,
community based, and simulated settings. 
Prerequisites: LPNS 1006, LPNS 1001, LPNS 1011.

LPNS 1022. Medical Surgical II. 3-5-8 Units.
A culmination course that concentrates on nursing concepts and skills
related to the care of multicultural individuals across the lifespan.
Addresses complex well-defined health alterations. Involves team
management of patients and health care workers. Requires clinical
applications using evidence-based practice in a variety of health care,
community based, and simulated settings. 
Prerequisites: LPNS 1009, LPNS 1011.

LPNS 1032. Med Surg III/Leadership. 3-5-8 Units.
A culmination course offered in the third semester of the LPN program.
This course concentrates on nursing concepts and skills related to the
care of multicultural individuals across the lifespan. Addresses complex
well-defined health alterations. Involves team management of patients
and health care workers. Discusses current issues in nursing, prepares
students for the NCLEX-PN exam, and facilitates the transition from
student to health care professional. Requires clinical applications in a
practicum environment using evidence-based practice in a variety of
health care, community based, and simulated settings.

LPNS 1113. Nutrition. 2-0-2 Units.
Introduces basic nutrition concepts of digestion, absorption
and metabolism. Concentrates on essential nutrients including
carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, vitamins and minerals. Addresses
nutritional needs from infancy through adulthood and includes eating
disorders. (Career Course)(F, S, M)


